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Dear Teachers,  
In this resource guide, you will find valuable information that will help 
you apply your academic goals to your students’ performance 
experience.  We have included suggestions for activities that can help 
you prepare students to see this performance, ideas for follow-up 
activities and additional resources you can access on the web.  Along 
with these activities and resources, we’ve also included the applicable 
Wisconsin Academic Standards in order to help you align the 
experience with your curriculum requirements. 
 
This Educator’s Resource Guide for this Onstage performance of Ballet 
Folklórico De Antioquia, Colombia is designed to: 

• Extend the scholastic impact of the performance by providing 
discussion ideas, activities  and further reading that promote 
learning across the curriculum; 

• Promote arts literacy by expanding students’ knowledge of 
music, dance, storytelling and theatre; 

• Illustrate that the arts are a legacy reflecting the values, custom, 
beliefs, expressions and reflections of a culture; 

• Use the arts to teach about the cultures of other people and to 
celebrate students’ over heritage thorough self-reflection; 

• Maximize students’ enjoyment and appreciation of the 
performance. 

 
We hope this performance and the suggestions in this resource guide 
will provide you and your students opportunities to apply art learning in 
your curricula, expanding it in new and enriching ways. 

Enjoy the Show! 
Overture Center Department of Education & Community Engagement 

We Want Your Feedback! 
OnStage performances can be 
evaluated online! Evaluations are vital to 
the future and funding of this program. 
Your feedback educates us about the 
ways the program is utilized and we 
often implement your suggestions. 
CLICK HERE to fill out an evaluation. 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
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Immigration Issues  

In North America, the US has been by far the largest recipient of Colombian immigrants.  According to the 2010 
census, there were 909,000 self-identified Colombians living in the United States.  Those who identify as Colombian 
may be either foreign born or US born, but able to trace their roots to Colombian heritage.   
 
While many Colombians have immigrated legally to the US, 
increased restrictions in the 1990s caused the rate of legal 
Colombian immigration to plateau and now, US Department of 
Homeland Security's figures indicate that Colombia is the fourth-
leading source country of unauthorized immigration to the United 
States.  The websites below can help engage students in border 
and immigration issues both as specific to Colombia, and on a 
broader scale while helping them to understand the lives of the 
people affected by these issues. 

Migration and immigration information specific to Colombia: 
http://www.migrationinformation.org/Profiles/display.cfm?ID=344  

US Census data on Hispanic Americans:  
http://www.census.gov/prod/cen2010/briefs/c2010br-04.pdf 
 
Several films exploring Immigration issues:  
www.rethinkingschools.org/publication/mx/LBUVideos.shtml 
 
Immigration in Wisconsin:  
http://www.itvs.org/films/new-faces-on-main-street  
 

Local Connections  

Madison has strong community connections to the countries of Latin America and local organizations have been 
making efforts to develop friendly relations between the two regions.  Community Action on Latin America (CALA) 
is a group that is concerned with all of Latin America.  They often sponsor members of Latin American groups to give 
educational talks to the Madison community and host many events throughout the year.  CALA has a strong 
commitment to raising awareness and encourages broad community participation in their meetings and activities.  To 
learn more about the work that CALA is doing in Madison, visit their website at:   http://www.calamadison.org/  

UW Madison’s Latin American, Caribbean, and Iberian Studies (LACIS) program also hosts many outreach programs 
throughout the year.  More information about their program and their outreach events can be found at: 
http://www.lacis.wisc.edu/  (Outreach and events can be found on the navigation bar on the right side of the 
homepage). 
 

Photo credit: Library of Congress 
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Additional Resources 
BOOKS FOR ELEMENTARY STUDENTS 

Biblioburro: A True Story from Colombia by Jeanette Winter. Beach Lane Books, 2010. 

• Follow up with this POV documentary about the Biblioburro: http://www.pbs.org/pov/biblioburro/  

My Name Is Gabito/Mi Llamo Gabito: The Life of Gabriel Garcia Marquez/La Vida de Gabriel Garcia 
Marquez (Mulitlingual Edition) by Monica Brown. Rising Moon, 2007. 

Saturday Sancocho by Leyla Torres. Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1995. 

Yeney and the Children for Peace by Michelle Mulder.  Second Story Press, 2008. 

 

COLOMBIAN KIDS SONGS AND RHYMES 

http://www.mamalisa.com/?p=730&t=ec&c=108  

http://raisingcolombiankids.blogspot.com/search/label/Children%27s%20Songs  

 

BOOKS FOR MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 

A Dream for Gilberto: A Immigrant Family’s Struggle to Become an American by Billie Young.  J Press, 1999. 

A Brief Political and Geographic History of Latin America: Where are Gran Colombia, La Plata, and Dutch 
Guiana? by Earle Rice Jr.  Mitchell Lane Publishing, 2007. 

Nations in Conflict – Colombia by Christopher Hughes. Blackbirch Press, 2005. 

A Cafecito Story by Julie Alvarez.  Chelsea Green Publishing Company, 2001 

Out of War: True Stories from the Front Lines of the Children’s Movement for Peace in Colombia by Sara 
Cameron.  Scholastic, 2001. 

 

ADDITIONAL WEB RESOURCES 

http://www.rainforest-alliance.org/curriculum (for teachers) 

http://www.rainforest-alliance.org/kids (for kids) 

http://dpi.wi.gov/rll/wrlbph/latinofolktales.html Latino Folk Tales  
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Wisconsin Academic Standards 

Social Studies 
A.8.7 Describe the movement of people, ideas, diseases, and products throughout the world 

A.8.8 Describe and analyze the ways in which people in different regions of the world interact with their physical environments through 
vocational and recreational activities 

B.4.2 Use a timeline to select, organize, and sequence information describing eras in history  

B.4.3 Examine biographies, stories, narratives, and folk tales to understand the lives of ordinary and extraordinary people, place them in time 
and context, and explain their relationship to important historical events  

B.8.10 Analyze examples of conflict, cooperation, and interdependence among groups, societies, or nations 

B.12.1 Explain different points of view on the same historical event, using data gathered from various sources, such as letters, journals, diaries, 
newspapers, government documents, and speeches 

C.8.9 Describe the role of international organizations such as military alliances and trade associations 

D.8.11 Describe how personal decisions can have a global impact on issues such as trade agreements, recycling, and conserving the 
environment 

E.4.11 Give examples and explain how language, stories, folk tales, music, and other artistic creations are expressions of culture and how they 
convey knowledge of other peoples and cultures 

E.8.6 Describe and explain the influence of status, ethnic origin, race, gender, and age on the interactions of individuals 

E.8.9 Give examples of the cultural contributions of racial and ethnic groups in Wisconsin, the United States, and the world 

English Language Arts  
 B.8.1 Create or produce writing to communicate with different audiences for a variety of purposes. 

• Write clear and pertinent  responses to verbal or visual material that communicate, explain, and interpret the reading or viewing 
experience to a specific audience 

C.8.1 Orally communicate information, opinions, and ideas effectively to different audiences for different purposes 

C.8.3 Participate effectively in discussion 

E.8.1 Use computers to acquire, organize, analyze, and communicate information 

F.8.1 Conduct research and inquiry on self-selected or assigned topics, issues, or problems and use an appropriate form to communicate their 
findings 
 
Family and Consumer Science 
B.3. Apply practical reasoning to a current family-related issue or concern described in the media, such as what should be done to ensure 
food safety in the home or workplace, and what should be done to resolve conflict 
 
D.5. Discuss possible action strategies or solutions to everyday ethical dilemmas in light of citizenship values; such as honesty, respect, and 
responsibility. 
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Music 
F.4.3 Demonstrate perceptual skills by listening to, answering questions about, and describing music of various styles representing diverse 
cultures 
 
F.4.5 Identify the sounds of a variety of instruments, including many orchestra and band instruments and instruments from various cultures, as 
well as male and female adult voices 
 
F.8.4 Analyze and describe uses of the elements of music in a given work that make it unique, interesting, and expressive 
 
H.8.1 Compare how the characteristic media of two or more arts can be used to transform similar events, scenes, emotions, or ideas into 
works of art 
 
H.8.2 Compare the terminology and contrasting definitions used for various artistic elements in each of two or more arts 
 
Dance 
G.4.1 Study influential dancers and choreographers 
 
H.4.4 Study dance from a particular culture and/or time period 
 
H.4.6 Respond to a dance using another discipline (such as write a story about the dance) 
 
E.8.4 Identify possible criteria for evaluating dance (such as skill of performers, originality, visual and/or emotional impact, variety, and 
contrast) 
 
F.8.4 Use and explain how different accompaniments (such as sound, music, and spoken text) can affect the meaning of a dance 
 
J.8.3 View and discuss videos of dances from other cultures and/or professional dance performances 
 
Art and Design 
B.8.1 Explore how artists and cultures throughout history have used art to communicate ideas and to develop functions, structures, and 
designs 
 
E.4.3 Communicate basic ideas by producing popular images and objects, such as folk art, traditional arts and crafts, popular arts, mass 
media, and consumer products 
 
E.4.5 Use the visual arts to express ideas that cannot be expressed by words alone. 
 
G.8.4 Create works of art that have meanings 
 
K.4.2 Invent new ways to communicate ideas and solutions to problems in art 
 
K.8.1 Connect their knowledge and skills in art to other areas, such as the humanities, sciences, social studies, and technology 
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 ABOUT LIVE PERFORMANCE    (Audience Tips) 
 
Theater, unlike movies or television, is a LIVE 
performance. This means that the action unfolds right 
in front of an audience, and the performance is 
constantly evolving. The artists respond to the 
audience’s laughter, clapping, gasps and general 
reactions. Therefore, the audience is a critical part of 
the theater experience.  In fact, without you in the 
audience, the artists would still be in rehearsal! 
 

 
 
 

Find Your Seat 
When the performance is about to begin, the lights will dim.  This is 
a signal for the artists and the audience to put aside conversations. Settle into your seat and 
get ready to enjoy the show! 
 

 

Be sure to use the 
restroom before the     

show begins. 

Look and Listen 
There is so much to hear (dialogue, music, sound effects) and so much to see (costumes, props, set design, 
lighting) in this performance. Pay close attention to the artists onstage. Unlike videos, you cannot rewind if you miss 
something. 
 
 

 
You are sharing this 

performance space with the 
artists and other audience 

members. 
 

Your considerate behavior 
allows everyone to enjoy a 

positive theater experience. 
 

Energy and Focus 
Artists use concentration to focus their energy during a performance.  The 
audience gives energy to the artist, who uses that energy to give life to the 
performance. Help the artists focus that energy.  They can feel that you are 
with them! 
 
Talking to neighbors (even whispering) can easily distract the artists onstage. 
They approach their audiences with respect, and expect the same from you 
in return. Help the artists concentrate with your attention. 

 

Laugh Out Loud 
If something is funny, it’s good to laugh. If you like something a 
lot, applaud. Artists are thrilled when the audience is engaged and 
responsive. They want you to laugh, cheer, clap and really enjoy 
your time at the theater.  
 

Discover New Worlds 
Attending a live performance is a time to sit back and look 
inward, and question what is being presented to you.  Be curious 
about new worlds, experience new ideas, and discover people and 
lives previously unknown to you. Your open mind, curiosity, and 
respect will allow a whole other world to unfold right before your 
eyes! 

 
Please, don’t feed the audience. 

 

Food is not allowed in the theater. Soda 
and snacks are noisy and distracting to 
both the artists and audience. 

 
Unplug. 
 

Please turn off all cell phones and other 
electronics before the performance. 

 

Photographs and recording devices are 
strictly prohibited. 
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American Girl’s Fund for Children 
Funding for this resource guide and the OnStage 
Performing Arts Series for Students is provided 
by a generous grant from American Girl’s Fund 
for Children, a philanthropic foundation created 
to support programs and services for school-age 
children in Dane County. Since its founding in 1992, 
American Girl’s Fund for Children has supported 
programs in the arts, culture, and environment.

Overture Center for the Arts
Tom Carto, President & CEO
Susan Crofton, Vice President of Programming
Tim Sauers, Director of Education and Community Engagement
Beth Racette, Education and Outreach Manager
Karra Beach, OnStage Coordinator
Alanna Reeves, Resource Guide Writer
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