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Dear Teachers,

In this resource guide, you will find valuable information that will help
you apply your academic goals to your students’ performance
experience. We have included suggestions for activities that can help
you prepare students to see this performance, ideas for follow-up
activities and additional resources you can access on the web. Along
with these activities and resources, we've also included the applicable
Wisconsin Academic Standards in order to help you align the
experience with your curriculum requirements.

This Educator’s Resource Guide for this Onstage performance of The
Peking Acrobats is designed to:

e Extend the scholastic impact of the performance by providing
discussion ideas, activities and further reading that promote
learning across the curriculum;

e Promote arts literacy by expanding students’ knowledge of
music, dance, storytelling and theatre;

o lllustrate that the arts are a legacy reflecting the values, custom,
beliefs, expressions and reflections of a culture;

o Use the arts to teach about the cultures of other people and to
celebrate students’ over heritage thorough self-reflection;

e Maximize students’ enjoyment and appreciation of the
performance.

We hope this performance and the suggestions in this resource guide
will provide you and your students opportunities to apply art learning in
your curricula, expanding it in new and enriching ways.

Enjoy the Show!
Overture Center Department of Education & Community Engagement
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China’s Contributions to the World

To introduce the unit, write the following on the board: What do spaghetti, a wheelbarrow, the compass, paper,
gunpowder and acrobatics have in common?

All of the items mentioned above were invented in China. The Chinese take great pride in what are known as the
“four inventions:” compasses, gunpowder, paper and printing. These and other contributions by the Chinese have
helped to shape the world as we know it today. These inventions helped change transportation, warfare, literacy,
education and culture all over the world.

Research: Divide the class into groups of two. Assign each pair of students one of the following Chinese inventions.
Using encyclopedias, resource books and the internet, each pair should identify how and when the invention was
created. In their own words, students should describe how the invention is used. Students can create posters for
their assigned inventions and share their poster and research orally.

Inventions: spaghetti, wheelbarrow, compass, paper, woodblock printing,
printing press, gunpowder, silk, porcelain, the Great Wall, Tomb of First
Emperor, acrobatics, domestication of horses, | Ching or Book of Changes,
bamboo pipe, five tone scale, Silk Road, tea, seismograph

A magnetic compass. The Chinese Discuss: Once the students have researched the inventions, discuss how they
discovered that when a lodestone, a . . . . .

) . have generally impacted or influenced society. For instance, what might the
piece of naturally magnetic ore, was P i
placed on a polished bronze surface, world be like if explorers did not have a compass? What would farmers do
it rotated to align itself north and without a wheelbarrow?

south.

China at a Glance

* Adapted from University of California, Berkeley’s School Time Guide 2010
http://www.calperfs.berkeley.edu/learn/k-12/pd/2009/Peking Acrobats Study%20Guide 0910.pdf

Size

China, whose official name is the People’s Republic of China,

is the third largest country in the world in terms of size. Below: The main shopping street in Shanghai
It is the largest country in the world in terms of population,

with approximately 1.3 billion people. About half of China

consists of uninhabitable mountains or desert. Most people

live in the eastern, flatter portion of the country, where the

soil is suitable for farming and the water supply is good.

Because of the relatively limited amount of living space, most

cities are very crowded.

Population Control

Married people of the Hun majority (92% of the population)
are allowed to give birth to only one child unless the couple
consists of two people who are single children themselves. In
that case, the couple may have two children. Minority
families may have as many children as they wish.



http://www.calperfs.berkeley.edu/learn/k-12/pdf/2009/Peking_Acrobats_Study%20Guide_0910.pdf�

Changes in Government

Imperial rule—dynasties ruled by emperors—began in 1111 B.C. An Emperor ruled until he died or passed leadership
on to a son or nephew. Most of Chinese history is recorded by the family names of the dynasties.

During most of recorded history —through the 15th century— China was the most advanced country in the world in
terms of technological development and culture. In 1911, a revolution ended over 2000 years of imperial rule. By 1921,
the Communist Party of China was founded. In a Communist state, all businesses, property, foods, goods and
services are owned and operated by the government and distributed to the people by the government.

Over the last 30 years, the Chinese government has become a unique political blend. China maintains a communist
government within a socialist society and a capitalist economy. The opening up of China to Western ideas has
dramatically affected its people. A gap is widening between rich and poor, rural and urban, and eastern and western
China. As more of the world’s products are being manufactured there, China’s gross national product has grown as
much 10% over the last few years. After the United States, China now is the second largest economy in the world, but
some people have predicted that it will overtake the US as the world’s largest economy by the year 2020.

Pollution

No country has ever emerged as a major industrial power without damaging the environment. Because of its huge
growth, China’s pollution problems have shattered all precedents. 70% of the water in China is polluted and only 1% of
the 560 million city dwellers breathe air that it considered safe. The Chinese are working hard to counter the effects
of this tragic situation.

Five Fabulous Facts

Write the following on a sheet of paper, leaving large white strips between each name: Peking, Guangzhou,
Shanghai, Tibet. Make copies and cut into strips. Have students pull a strip of paper out of a hat. This is their
assigned topic. Give students times to find five fabulous facts about this city or region. Divide a bulletin board into
four horizontal sections. Label one city or region in each section. Have students write their fabulous facts in the
appropriate section with markers. Facts may not be repeated! This will encourage students to work promptly.
Discuss the findings.
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Chinese Language and Writings

Chinese spoken and written language is different from Western languages. In the United States, most people speak a
common English language. Variations around the country consist of differences in dialect. English consists of 26
letters of the alphabet which combine in various ways to make 44 unique sounds. Using these sounds and letters,
people speak and read in English. Other Western languages consist of similar systems with alphabets varying from 20
to 40 letters.

Chinese has many different dialects, though unlike in the U.S., speakers of one dialect cannot necessarily understand
the other dialects. The largest of these dialects is Mandarin Chinese, which is spoken by 600,000,000 people, the

largest number of people to speak any language. This is the language recognized as the official language and taught
in all Chinese schools.

Chinese written language is not based on an alphabetic ACUVltY

system. In Chinese, symbols take the place of words. Each Give each student a sheet of paper and have
word, idea or concept has its own symbol. Though speakers them draw a word such as fish, house, flower, or
across China cannot necessarily understand each other’s goat using very simple pictures, as you would in
spoken language, written language is consistent across drawing a stick person. One by one, have each
regions. There are approximately 60,000 different Chinese student hold up their drawing and see if others
characters, although most people use about 5,000 characters. | can identify their “word.”

Early Chinese writing used a form of picture symbols. If a Now have students pair up. Have each student
person wanted to write “dog” he or she drew a simple picture write a simple sentence of two or three words
of a dog. Others could easily understand what was written. using picture symbols that they have made up.
This evolved into thousands of different picture symbols used Can they identify all or parts of each other’s

in Chinese writing today. sentences?

Activity
Look at the following Chinese characters. Do you see the relation to the symbol’s design and its meaning? Ask
students to create other signs or symbols that they could use at their school.

N 2 N 3000 4,
5. L] 6. 7K 7. ﬁ s K

Key: 1. Man, 2. Tree, 3.Heart, 4. Mouth/Entrance, 5.Mountain/Hill, 6. Water, 7. Woman, 8. Fire

Take it a Step Further

Access a Chinese symbol dictionary like the one at: http://www.mandarintools.com/chardict.html.
Students can look up and copy Chinese symbols for common words in the English language and make a display
of Chinese symbols for English words.



http://www.mandarintools.com/chardict.html�

Immigration

Most of the people in the United States
originally came from another country or have
ancestors who did. A variety of factors such as

famine, war, economic opportunity and
persecution lead people to leave their home

country for another country.

A\

Credit: DN-0089489, Chicago Daily News negative collection, Chicago Historical Society

Research Activity

The Chinese were just one group who came to America in large numbers. Divide students into groups and have them
choose one of the following or another immigrant group. Students will research the immigration of these groups and
compare and contrast immigration issues. Reproduce the following chart. Have students complete their portion of the
chart and then meet with various classmates to complete the remaining sections.

Possible groups: African, English, Chinese, Irish, Laotian/Hmong, Italian, German, Japanese, Swedish, Mexican,

Cuban, Puerto Rican, Russian, Jewish

Immigrant group Country of origin

Dates of major Reasons for leaving  Reception and

immigration their home country  treatment in the US

Topics for Discussion

Describe some challenges in entering and becoming part of a new country. Consider jobs, language, food, schooling,
medical care, living conditions, citizenship, and cultural differences.

Early immigrants often believed the streets of America were paved with gold. They saw America as the land of wealth
and opportunity. Do you think today’s immigrants feel the same way? Why do you think people want to come to

America today?

Through the years, America’s immigration policies have varied. Do you think US immigration policy should be open

or limited? Why?
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Immigration Laws

Throughout history, immigration laws have been written to control

fiP! HURRA!

the influx of immigrants into the United States. In 1858 California ;
passed a law forbidding the immigration of Chinese. The law was LHl" SE b

jmorratic Chines: Bxclusion B

Hat Bean Bigned by

not completely enforced due to the large demand for Chinese
workers.

Activity OUR DEMOGRATIC PRESIDENT

Have students investigate and create a timeline of the following o7 B The Whits Maz s oo Ton.

laws. Let every DEMOCRAT and all other GOOD Cit-
o ’ izens turn out and Ratify this
Immigration Law of 1875 - DEMOCRATIC MEASURE

Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 Sk un

Gentleman’s Agreement of 1907 | aHT“N H“ "s [ F I-AlA ]
Refugee Relief Act of 1953

j 'This Wednesday Eunmg at B O'vlock.

Refugee Act of 1980
Immigration Reform and Control Act of 1986 T IN ht
Immigration Act of 1990 o lg
Immigration Act of 1994 Specches will be made by Leading Demo-
USA Patriot Act 2001
COME OUT AND RATIFY.
D iSCUSS Come Everybody!

Who were the laws designed to protect? Who was harmed by Hu M u BE cHlN E SE '
the law? Was the law successful in its mission? Do you think we .

should have immigration laws? Why or why not?

By Order of

Democratic Gouaty Central Gommittee,

Frendma, Bemgurdrer k U, v
e, Tt & et P 2 ot et

The Chinese Exclusion Handbill
Credit: British Columbia Archives, Neg #PDP03732

Chinese Immigration

Activity

Despite laws, many Chinese were able to immigrate to the
U.S. in the 1800’s. Unfortunately, no first person accounts of
19th century Chinese immigrants are known to exist.
Between 1910 and 1940 more than one million people
(mostly Asians) were processed through Angel Island in San
Francisco. You can read their first person accounts at the
following website: www.angel-island.com

Left: Trying to determine if an immigrant is really entitled to entry, Public
Health Service and Immigration Service officers on Angel Island interrogate
an immigrant from China.

Credit: US National Archive and Record Administration, College Park, MD
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Transcontinental Rzu]road

In 1865 the Central Pacific Railroad
hired Chinese immigrants to work

on the building of the first
transcontinental railroad. Though
only fifty were hired at first, the
Chinese proved to be such good
workers that within a few years
thousands of Chinese workers
became the backbone of the railroad
labor force. They were polite, orderly,
skilled and hardworking. The

Chinese used their skill to figure

out ways to set the railroad track
through the mountains. Rather

than earning respect for their great 5
aChievement’ the Chinese were Credit: The Bancroft Library and The Ethnic Studies Library at University of California, Berkeley; ant;l the
ridiculed and scorned. People California Historical Society

laughed at their uncommon dietary habits, bathing habits and speech. Some people feared they would lose their jobs
to the Chinese. After the completion of the railroad, most of the Chinese stayed in America. They moved to cities or
took jobs with other railroads.

Learn More

Read aloud and discuss Dragon’s Gate by Laurence Yep, an excellent young adult novel dealing with the
Chinese and the building of the railroad. Find out the path taken by the transcontinental railroad and
trace it out on a map.

Trivia Test: Find out what amazing event occurred April 28, 1869. (The Chinese were able to lay a record
breaking ten miles of track in a single day.)




Labor Practices

Conditions for Chinese immigrants working
on the railroad were poor. They endured
freezing temperatures, snow avalanches,
dangerous dynamite blasts, and cave-ins.

For their efforts, working twelve hours a day
in harsh conditions, they were paid from

$25 to $40 a month and received no
vacations, health care, or time off. The
phrase “not a Chinaman’s chance” became a
popular saying used to describe the terrible
plight of the Chinese workers. Many Chinese
were killed in the building of the railroad;

one report said that ten tons of Chinese
bones were sent back to China. Workers who
were killed were almost immediately :
replaced by new Chinese immigrants. —c—T é‘ .'
Workers on the Tl:a;ﬁscontinental Railroad
Credit: Denver Public Library, Western History Collection (Neg. #x-21513)

Discuss

Why do you think the Chinese continued to emigrate to work on the railroad though conditions were harsh and pay
?
was poor?

Consider labor practices today. What laws in our country are intended to prevent workers from being exploited?
Some countries do not have these laws. In some parts of the world, including the U.S., people work long hours in very
poor conditions, for very little pay. Using the internet or current magazines, find evidence of exploitive labor practices
in different parts of the world, including China and the U.S.

Why do sweatshops and other problematic work sites exist? Why don’t people working under miserable conditions
just quit?

Do a personal survey of your clothes and
other items, reading labels. Where were
they manufactured? What can you find out
about working conditions in those countries
and the labor practices of the companies
who make your personal belongings?

Resources to get started:
e www.dosomething.org/tipsandtools/background-

sweatshops

o www.slaveryfootprint.org

e www.pbs.org/independentlens/chinablue/more.html
e www.pbs.org/pov/madeinla/lesson_plan.php



http://www.dosomething.org/tipsandtools/background-sweatshops�
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Additional
Actvities

Learn More About China.
Point out mainland China
on a map. Acquaint your
students with Chinese
culture through films, books,
or discussions. There are
many books about China, its
history and culture. Ask
students to read these
books and report on them
and [or set up a reading

corner |n your ClaSSI’OOI’n The Peking Ac Photo by Brittany App
using books about China.

Discuss Family Traditions

Chinese acrobatic troupes historically tend to be members of the same family. The skills of Chinese acrobatics were
handed down from “father to son” or “mother to daughter.” Even today, many members of Chinese performing
troupes are from the same family. Discuss the reason that this might be so. Ask students to identify traditions in their
own homes. What have they learned from their parents? What activities do they do as a family (fishing, hunting,
skiing, art, etc.)? You may wish to have an open house where students and their families come to share their skills.

Learn More about Magic, Acrobatics, Chinese Martial Arts and Chinese Dance

Find out if any of the students in your class practice any of the acrobatic feats you will see in the performance of
Chinese acrobatics. Have students who are involved in these activities do a demonstration/presentation for the rest of
the class.

Discuss the Acts

Which act looked the hardest? Easiest? Which one do you think took the most training? Why was the act good? Was
it the skill of the entertainer, the costuming, the lighting, the music, the personality of the performer on stage? What
goes into making an act enjoyable? Do the students think that they could do the same things?

View Chinese Art

To further your students” knowledge of Chinese culture, travel to museums and view their collection of Chinese
ceramics, paintings and sculpture. You may even see imagery of Chinese acrobatics in art which depicts scenes of
village festivals and special imperial occasions.

Study Chinese History

Have students create a time line of ancient China, indicating the approximate period when important Chinese
contributions were developed. Younger students may want to illustrate the time line with pictures of each item. Assign
student groups a specific dynasty to research and report on. The time line of the Chinese dynasties can be compared
to a time line of European/American culture. Note how some of China’s dynasties have lasted longer than the
existence of the United States of America.
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Design a New Act

Ask students to swing their imaginations into action by creating a new spectacular feat for the acrobats to perform.
Ask them to write it down or draw it in pictures. Create a storyboard showing the different high points of the act.
Discuss what training and skills would be necessary to perform the act.

Discuss Career Preparation

Ask your students to relate, from the show and their readings, how these exceptional entertainers train for their work.
The fact that acrobats begin training at such a young age can stimulate an interesting discussion on career
preparation. What do students want to be? What sort of special training will they require to reach their individual
goals? Have them interview a parent of a friend to find out how he or she trained for his or her profession, asking what
kind of training was involved, how long it took, etc. Compare and contrast training required for different professions.
Discuss how training for acrobatics and other professions will be handled in the future.

Create a Class Mural

Most of the acts that the students will have
seen were once part of village festival
celebrations in China. Ask them to imagine the
acts they saw as part of a grand outdoor
Chinese festival setting. They may wish to do
research on Chinese landscapes and classic
styles of architecture. Then ask them to create
a mural depicting acts they saw which might be
seen at such a festival.

Compare the Chinese Acts to an American
Circus

Discuss the similarities and differences
between the Chinese presentation and the
traditional “3-ring circus” in America. Think of
examples of circus acts which have their roots
in Chinese acrobatics. You can also focus on
other parts of our culture and trace their roots
in history and their spread throughout the
world. Some examples might be spices, horses
and ballet. Just about anything in our daily
lives has a history of development that can
make studying the past more real for young
people.

Plan Your Own Festival or Carnival

Survey the members of your class to find out
what some of their talents are. You may have
discussed this before the performance. Plan
your own festival which showcases the talents
of your class.

Rehearse the acts and invite other classes from
your school to attend.

The Peking Acrob: : Photo by Brittany App
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Suggested Reading

Birch, Cyril. Tales from China. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 2000.

Birell, Anne. Chinese Mythology: An Introduction. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press. 1993.
Blumberg, Rhoda. Full Steam Ahead: The Race to Build a Transcontinental Railroad. New York: Scholastic, 1996.
Fritz, Jean. Homesick: My Own Story. New York: Bantam, 1982.

Keeler, Stephen. Passport to China. New York: Franklin Watts, 1993.

Major, John S. The Land and People of China. New York: J.B. Lippincott, 1989.

Pitanen, Marti A. The Children of China. Minneapolis, MN: Carolrhoda Books, Inc., 1990.

Steele, Philip. Journey Through China. Mahwah, NJ: Troll Associates, 1991.

Stepanchuk, Carol. Red Eggs & Dragon Boats. Berkeley, CA: Pacific View, 1994.

Tan, Jennifer. Food in China. Vero Beach, FL: Rourke Pub., 1989.

Terzi, Marinella. The Chinese Empire. Chicago: Children’s Press, 1992.

Waterlow, Julia. Places and People: China. New York: Franklin Watts, 1994.

Williams, Tom. The Complete lllustrated Guide to Chinese Medicine. Rockport, MA.: Element,1996.
Yep, Laurence. Dragon’s Gate. New York: Scholastic, 1993.

Yep, Laurence, Dragonwings. New York: Scholastic, 1975.

Yip, Mingmei. Chinese Children’s Favorite Stories. Boston: Turtle Publishing, 2004.

WCb RCSOUI’CCS:

Preview/highlights of the performance: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tRUIIEk8 TBQ

PBS Teacher’s Guide for the Transcontinental Railroad:
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/teachers-resources/tcrr-teachers-quide/

PBS Resources for “Becoming American: The Chinese Experience”
http://www.pbs.org/becomingamerican/ce_resources.html

A Collection of Lesson Plans about China: http://k12east.mrdonn.org/China.html
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Wisconsin Academic Standards

Social Studies
A.4.2 Locate on a map or globe physical features such as continents, oceans, mountain ranges, and land forms, natural features such as resources, flora, and

fauna; and human features such as cities, states, and national borders

A.8.1 Use a variety of geographic representations, such as political, physical, and topographic maps, a globe, aerial photographs, and satellite images, to
gather and compare information about a place

A.12.7 Collect relevant data to analyze the distribution of products among global markets and the movement of people among regions of the world

B.4.3 Examine biographies, stories, narratives, and folk tales to understand the lives of ordinary and extraordinary people, place them in time and context, and
explain their relationship to important historical events

B.4.4 Compare and contrast changes in contemporary life with life in the past by looking at social, economic, political, and cultural roles played by individuals
and groups

B.4.8 Compare past and present technologies related to energy, transportation, and communications and describe the effects of technological change, either
beneficial or harmful, on people and the environment

B.8.5 Use historical evidence to determine and support a position about important political values, such as freedom, democracy, equality, or justice, and
express the position coherently

B.8.7 Identify significant events and people in the major eras of United States and world history
B.8.8 |dentify major scientific discoveries and technological innovations and describe their social and economic effects on society
B.8.10 Analyze examples of conflict, cooperation, and interdependence among groups, societies, or nations

B.12.13 Analyze examples of ongoing change within and across cultures, such as the development of ancient civilizations; the rise of nation-states; and social,
economic, and political revolutions

B.12.18 Explain the history of slavery, racial and ethnic discrimination, and efforts to eliminate discrimination in the United States and elsewhere in the world

C.12.5 Analyze different theories of how governmental powers might be used to help promote or hinder liberty, equality, and justice, and develop a reasoned
conclusion

E.4.11 Give examples and explain how language, stories, folk tales, music, and other artistic creations are expressions of culture and how they convey
knowledge of other peoples and cultures

E.8.6 Describe and explain the influence of status, ethnic origin, race, gender, and age on the interactions of individuals
E.8.10 Explain how language, art, music, beliefs, and other components of culture can further global understanding or cause misunderstanding

E.12.3 Compare and describe similarities and differences in the ways various cultures define individual rights and responsibilities, including the use of rules,
folkways, mores, and taboos

E.12.17 Examine and describe various belief systems that exist in the world, such as democracy, socialism, and capitalism

E.12.9 Defend a point of view related to an ethical issue such as genetic engineering, declaring conscientious objector status, or restricting immigration

Theatre Education
A.8.1 Attend a live theatrical performance and be able to analyze, evaluate, and create personal meaning from the experience through small group discussion
e  say what they liked and didn’t like, and why
e explain what happened in the play and discuss why they think the playwright made particular choices
e explain how the technical aspects of the play helped to present the message of the play
e explain the message of the play

D.8.1 Accept and use criticism constructively to revise and refine their own work

D.8.2 Share their comments constructively and supportively within the group
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Art and Design

B.8.1 Explore how artists and cultures throughout history have used art to communicate ideas and to develop functions, structures, and designs

E.4.3 Communicate basic ideas by producing popular images and objects, such as folk art, traditional arts and crafts, popular arts, mass media, and consumer
products

E.4.5 Use the visual arts to express ideas that cannot be expressed by words alone.

G.8.4 Create works of art that have meanings

K.4.2 Invent new ways to communicate ideas and solutions to problems in art

K.8.1 Connect their knowledge and skills in art to other areas, such as the humanities, sciences, social studies, and technology

L.12.6 Understand that art is created by people of different cultures, expresses different ideas and concepts, and changes over time

Writing

5.1 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and information
5.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences

8.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships between information and ideas efficiently as well as
to interact and collaborate with others

8.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on several sources and generating additional related,
focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration

11-12.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience

11-12.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback,
including new arguments or information

Speaking and Listening

5.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher led) with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and
expressing their own clearly

8.1.b Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed

8.1.d d. Acknowledge new information expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views in light of the evidence presented

11-12 .1.b. Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-making, set clear goals and deadlines, and establish individual roles as
needed

11-12. 1.d Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when
possible; and determine what additional information or research is required to deepen the investigation or complete the task

Dance
E.8.4 |dentify possible criteria for evaluating dance (such as skill of performers, originality, visual and/or emotional impact, variety, and contrast)

E.12.3 Analyze a dance in terms of the choreographer’s intent and the possible context of this dance in relation to societal issues such as ethnicity, gender,
social or economic class, age, and/or physical condition

F.12.1 Formulate and answer questions about how movement choices communicate abstract ideas in dance
G.12.1 Examine the role of dance in particular social, historical, cultural, and political contexts
H.8.3 Respond to a dance using another discipline

J.8.3 View and discuss videos of dances from other cultures and/or professional dance performances
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ABOUT LIVE PERFORMANCE

Theater, unlike movies or television, is a LIVE
performance. This means that the action unfolds right
in front of an audience, and the performance is
constantly evolving. The artists respond to the
audience’s laughter, clapping, gasps and general
reactions. Therefore, the audience is a critical part of
the theater experience. In fact, without you in the
audience, the artists would still be in rehearsal!

Find Your Seat

When the performance is about to begin, the lights will dim. This is

a signal for the artists and the audience to put aside conversations. Settle into your seat and

get ready to enjoy the show!

Look and Listen

(Audience Tips)

Be sure to use the
restroom before the
show begins.

There is so much to hear (dialogue, music, sound effects) and so much to see (costumes, props, set design,
lighting) in this performance. Pay close attention to the artists onstage. Unlike videos, you cannot rewind if you miss

something.
Energy and Focus
You are sharing this Artists use concentration to focus their energy during a performance. The
performance space with the audience gives energy to the artist, who uses that energy to give life to the
artists and other audience performance. Help the artists focus that energy. They can feel that you are
members. with them!

Your considerate behavior Talking to neighbors (even whispering) can easily distract the artists onstage.
allows everyone to enjoy a They approach their audiences with respect, and expect the same from you

positive theater experience. in return. Help the artists concentrate with your attention.

Laugh Out Loud

If something is funny, it's good to laugh. If you like something a
lot, applaud. Artists are thrilled when the audience is engaged and
responsive. They want you to laugh, cheer, clap and really enjoy
your time at the theater.

Discover New Worlds

Attending a live performance is a time to sit back and look
inward, and question what is being presented to you. Be curious
about new worlds, experience new ideas, and discover people and
lives previously unknown to you. Your open mind, curiosity, and
respect will allow a whole other world to unfold right before your
eyes!
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Please, don’t feed the audience.

Food is not allowed in the theater. Soda
and snacks are noisy and distracting to
both the artists and audience.

Unplug.

Please turn off all cell phones and other
electronics before the performance.

Photographs and recording devices are
strictly prohibited.
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